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LETTER TO NIH FOR INCREASED PRIORITY AND FUNDING FOR SCOLIOSIS

The form letter on the following page is provided to simplify your request to NIH to help find the cause of scoliosis. Please detach the letter, sign and date it on the bottom with your full address, and then mail it, along with a copy to Dr. Katz at NIAMS, and to your Congressmen. If you need help locating your Congressmen you can use the website, www.congress.org, or call us at 800-673-6922. If you would like to personalize the letter, please include a brief explanation of how scoliosis has impacted your life, or the life of someone you know.  An easy to use sample letter is available on our website www.scoliosis.org in the "Call to Action" section.
Please check off the form below and send to NSF so we can document the scoliosis community’s response to this vital issue.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The National Scoliosis Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization dedicated to minimizing the effects of abnormal spinal curvatures through early detection and treatment, public awareness, patient education and support, and research.

"Together We Truly Make A Difference"

The National Scoliosis Foundation is pleased to work with the Scoliosis Research Society to encourage the NIH to provide adequate levels of etiology funding to help find the cause(s) of scoliosis. Knowing the cause of scoliosis is the first essential step in finding better methods to prevent and treat this curving twisting spinal disorder.  Please join us in this vital effort by writing to NIH to tell them why it is important for them to address the needs of scoliosis patients. We also ask for your generosity in providing the financial support needed to continue our efforts to minimize the effects of abnormal spinal curvatures. Together, we can continue to truly make a difference in people’s lives, and perhaps change the course of scoliosis history. 

"The status quo is not an option where children are concerned.  You don’t win because you should win and you don’t win because your cause is right.  You win when you shift political power to your cause.  The most exciting thing to understand and appreciate is that the future of healthcare policies will be limited or enabled primarily by your vision and participation in the process.” 

Elizabeth J. Noyes
Advocating for Change in Today’s Healthcare Environment

Yes, I support NSF’s mission to minimize the effects of abnormal spinal curvatures.

Enclosed is my contribution of:  ($30   ($50   ($100   ($250   ($500   ($______

Name____________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

City____________________________ State_______ Zip Code_________________ Tel. #________________
Please make your check payable to: 


Credit Card #_____________________________

NATIONAL SCOLIOSIS FOUNDATION 

Expiration Date __________________________

5 CABOT PLACE




Visa____M/C____AX______Discover____

STOUGHTON, MA 02072-9904

All major credit cards are accepted. You can also donate online at our website www.scoliosis.org.
Contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law. Our Combined Federal Campaign Number is 1083. 

You can also double your gift if your employer has a Matching Gift Program. Please submit application.

(Yes, I sent my letter to NIH to request greater priority and funding for scoliosis research.
( I can access the newsletter on the NSF web site, thereby reducing the cost of providing this valuable information service.

( I am interested in volunteering. Please contact me.

( I am a school nurse interested in your postural screening training program. Please contact me. 

( Please take me off your Spinal Connection mailing list.
Elias Zerhouni, MD

Director

National Institutes of Health

9000 Rockville Pike

Bethesda, MD 20892

Dear Dr. Zerhouni:

I am writing to implore you for increased priority and funding of etiology research for scoliosis. Increasing our knowledge about the cause(s) of scoliosis can significantly improve the health care of millions of people, while reducing the personal, medical, and societal costs of this curving, twisting spinal deformity. But we need help from you, the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and NIAMS to make this happen. 

As seen in the following highlights, scoliosis is a troubling condition affecting many people and is among one of the more predominant forms of health disparities in our society; 

· Scoliosis affects 2-3% of the population, or an estimated 6 million people in the United States, and there is no cure.

· Scoliosis impacts infants, adolescents, and adults worldwide without regard to race or socio-economic status. The primary age of onset for scoliosis is 10-15 years old, occurring equally among both genders. However, females are eight times more likely to progress to a curve magnitude that requires treatment. 

· Scoliosis can impact the quality of life with limited activity, pain, reduced respiratory function, or diminished self-esteem. 

· The vast majority of people with this condition are not expected to require treatment. The problem is we do not know who will get it, why they get it, which will progress, or how far they will progress. Each year scoliosis patients make more than 600,000 visits to private physician offices, and an estimated 30,000 children are put into a brace for scoliosis, while 38,000 patients undergo spinal fusion surgery. 

· Despite physicians trying to treat this spinal deformity for centuries, 85% of the cases are classified as idiopathic. Consequently, a scoliosis patient's life is exacerbated by many unknowns, and treatments therefore that are often ineffective, invasive, and costly. Scoliosis patients also have increased health risks due to frequent x-ray exposure.

· Scoliosis is a multifactorial disorder, which requires multidisciplinary research.

The American Academy of Orthopedics has deemed this the Decade of the Bone and Joint. With this program in mind, and more importantly for the sake of future generations of scoliosis patients, I urge that this enigmatic common condition receive a higher priority for research into its cause. I join with the National Scoliosis Foundation and the Scoliosis Research Society in respectfully requesting that you seek the necessary appropriations and funding allocations for etiology research of scoliosis. 

Thank you in advance for your help in this vital matter.


Sincerely,








Cc: Stephen I. Katz, M.D., Ph.D.�Director


National Institute of Arthritis & Musculoskeletal & Skin Diseases (NIAMS)�National Institutes of Health�31 Center Drive MSC 2350�Building 31, Room 4C-32 �Bethesda, MD 20892-2350














